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Notes for the About FACE 2012 Template Presentation
The following are notes for promoting About FACE 2012 with the template powerpoint presentation. They are designed to be used as a guide so feel free to shape the presentation to your audience. 

We encourage you to invite a past participant of About FACE to share their experience if possible. Contact the About FACE team on 03 9251 5271 or at info@aboutface.org.au if you would like to find out if there is someone appropriate in your area. If no one is available we have included Megan Graham’s story from About FACE 09 that you can share instead.

Also contact the About FACE team to be sent promo postcards to hand out at your presentation. Promotional posters are available to download on the About FACE website at  http://aboutface.org.au/promo-resources/ 
Promo Clip
Play the promo clip to start the presentation. The clip can be downloaded at www.aboutface.org.au 
Slide 1

Are you up for a life changing experience? 

As you just saw in the promo clip About FACE 2012 is coming up in January next year and we’d like to let you know a little bit more about the program and how you can get involved.
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About FACE 2012 is a unique opportunity to connect with Congress Aboriginal communities, make life long friends, do some faith-centred soul-searching and have some serious fun. 

It is a 3 week program involving briefing, debriefing and 2 weeks living alongside a Congress community.

Who are Congress?

The Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress (or Congress for short) are the Aboriginal and Islander arm of the Uniting Church and are a strong partner of About FACE. 
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A story of About FACE… 
(ask someone local who has participated in About FACE to share their story or use Megan’s story below. If you are using someone else’s story insert their own photos into the presentation)

Each About FACE experience is different yet all are life changing in some way. Now………….. will share a little of their experience of About FACE.

As part of About FACE 09 Megan Graham attended the UAICC (Congress) National Conference in Perth, Western Australia and spent time with the Congress community in Port Augusta, South Australia. Megan shares the following about her About FACE experience…

About FACE, for me, was like a coming home experience – like a warm welcome into God’s house. I learnt so much about God’s grace through the heart, soul, and spirit that seemed to flow humbly through Congress – a group dedicated to the culture and people from their past; a group committed to being and becoming active participants in their future. 

The kindness I encountered from young and old Congress members was truly humbling. The things that were hard to hear provided motivation to work for justice for Indigenous Australians – and for all those who are marginalised by the current world order.

A Maori couple who work with Congress, Aunty Dawn and Uncle Joe Matthews, took care of me and my three placement buddies during the time we spent in Port Augusta, South Australia. Aunty Dawn and Uncle Joe seem to average about 14 people at their house at any given time. From biological children to adopted Aboriginal kids, to friends and family, friends of family and family of friends, their big house was packed to the brim; packed not just with people but with energy, life and food. Not a dull (or hungry!) moment at the Matthew’s!

During every step of my About FACE experience I felt ‘at home’ surrounded by so much warmth, so many laughs – and such deep faith. The briefing, placement, and debriefing were all rich experiences – by the end of it all my heart felt like it was full to overflowing. 

My prayer for the people of Port Augusta, and all the beautiful people I met on AboutFACE, remains simply: “Thy Kingdom come.”
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In the past About FACE has partnered with Aboriginal communities in Australia and partner churches overseas but in 2012 About FACE will solely be connecting with Congress Aboriginal communities around Australia.

Also in the past About FACE has focused on 18-30 year olds but this time the program is being opened up anyone over the age of 18. So if you are over the age of 30 and have heard of About FACE in the past and been disappointed that you couldn’t go now is your chance!
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About FACE 2012 will run from Saturday the 7th to Friday the 27th of January 2012. Put the dates in your diary now!
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Applications are open now and close on the 30th of September. Early bird registration with a discount of $200 closes on the 12th of August

Application forms and other information can be found on the website or by contacting the About FACE office directly. Their contact details are on the promo postcards handed out here today. 

Fill in one of the postcards and send it in to the About FACE office to receive regular updates or visit the About FACE website and sign up for updates there. 
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Come on About FACE 2012 and give yourself a chance to… 

expand your faith

explore outside the lines

build meaningful relationships with Congress Aboriginal communities 

and experience the time of your life.

If you’re not able to go on About FACE yourself please consider helping to give someone else this amazing opportunity. About FACE 2012 aims to involve Congress youth and community leaders in the program themselves (by going to another Congress community) or attending briefing and debriefing. Any donation you or your congregation can make would be much appreciated and will go towards covering their travel and accommodation costs.
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To finish up I’d like to share some words from Rev Ken Sumner, the National Chairperson of Congress- “About FACE is critical to Congress. The sharing of our stories and culture brings an awareness and understanding for healthy relationships. About FACE gives hope to the future of the covenant that we have between the Uniting Church and Congress.” 

Are you up for a life changing experience? 
